
  

Working with OSM Notes and 
getting OSM Notes working

Harry Wood



  Not this kind of “Notes”



  

OpenStreetMap.org Notes



  

OpenStreetBugs

Developed by 
Xav and Emka 
2009

Brilliant simplicity!



  

OpenStreetMap.org Notes



  

Getting crowded

Max 100 notes



  

Gradually zoom out...



  

Marker Clusters?

mapcomplete.org/notes



  

Density Map!
harrywood.co.uk/maps/notes



  



  

gdal_grid

gdal_merge.py

gdaldem color-relief

gdalwarp

gdal2tiles.py



  

Low zoom notes!



  

Pascal Neis Stats



  

Lots of people 
using notes

Increasingly 
going 

unresolved



  

Netherlands and Belgium ranking low on open notes



  

Belgium Getting Organised



  

“Notathon” events



  

Survey
needed?

#SurveyNeeded

Go take a look!

Just Fix It

Fix lots of them

Run a Notathon!

NO YES



  

Spectrum of 
spam abuse

Misusing Notes to contact us → wiki.osm.org/Contact_channels

````

🤬

🤬

🤬
The F word:

Only 2 open notes 
265 notes overall

hidden? Unknown 



  

Nonsense 
Notes

“Thanks for experimenting”

Assume good faith

I’m not normally dealing with this

but low likelihood it will get seen

Systematically. Use standard snippets



  

Off-topic 
Promotion

Link unrelated to 
the location
Spam? Or 
misunderstanding



  

A good note!

Enough description 
to make the edit!



  

#SurveyNeeded ?

Each note a fun little mapping puzzle

Resolve notes when I’m out and about 



  

KML notes tool

harrywood.co.uk/maps/notes/kml

Notes as a KML download
Opens in Organic Maps
Offline. Display only.
Bringing notes where I notice them



  

Go take a look
And share a photo!



  

Map Complete

vs simple display



  

63,281 open StreetComplete notes
(14% of all open notes)
“Unable to answer…”

Encourages photos!
12,914 open notes with ‘westnordost.de’ photo links



  

What is your “Notes Free Radius”?
harrywood.co.uk/maps/notes/notes-free-radius.html



  

“tracking notes”

“You’re shrinking my notes free radius!”



  

Remote Fix

Abuse

Survey Needed

Poorly 
described

Good enough

description

Rude words

Nonsense

Promotion

Survey
needed?NO YES

Survey Fix

Tracking note

Difficult to fix



  

Remote Fix

Abuse

Survey Needed

Poorly 
described

Good enough

description

Rude words

Nonsense

Promotion

Survey
needed?NO YES

Survey Fix

Tracking note

Difficult to fix

Clarifying comments. Remote refinement



  

ALL the notes are 
#SurveyNeeded!

Armchair note solvers are 
doing a great job

Time to go take a look!



  

Good practice for opening / refining
● More description the better
● Use photos
● Link changesets when fixing
● Link objects when discussing
● Mention datasources
● Describe data and imagery as it currently looks

                                 ….Or not. Keep it simple!



  

Saying “Thanks”



  

And on that note...

Thanks for listening!

Check out harrywood.co.uk/maps/notes

Enjoy improving your notes free radius!
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